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EDITORIAL

THE LATEST ASA MANDATE: CO; MONITORING
FOR MODERATE AND DEEP SEDATION
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detecting an obstructed airway, opiate-induced apnea,
or other airway problems that only much later may be
detected by the pulse oximeter. Monitoring E;CO is
particularly important when anesthesiologists provide
moderate sedation for patients who are too medically
compromised to safely undergo general anesthesia
and who would almost never be sedated in a dental
office, such as an ASA 1V patient with severe chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease who may retain high
levels of CO5 during sedation or a morbidly obese, in-
sulin-dependent diabetic patient with severe obstruc-
tive sleep apnea. Additionally, when the anesthesiolo-
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throughout the hospital for moderate sedation, be-
cause the ASA standards require anesthesiologists to
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